February 11, 2025
Dear Principal Hernandez,
     I am the executive director for Friends of Toppenish Creek, a non-profit environmental organization that pays close attention to water quality issues in the Lower Yakima Valley. FOTC monitors and analyzes groundwater testing in the LYV. We have observed a spike in nitrate levels in a monitoring well located next to the Outlook Elementary School.
     Nitrate-n levels are markers for water quality. Currently water with nitrate-n readings greater than 10 mg/L are considered unsafe for drinking. As you may know, Outlook Elementary had to drill a new well in 2008 because nitrate-n readings in the old well exceeded 10 mg/L. The 2008 well is drilled to 234 ft and likely taps a lower aquifer with less contamination.
    Monitoring Well #011 is located just east of the school on Van Bell Road. It was drilled in 2020/2021 as part of a monitoring network installed by the Lower Yakima Vally Groundwater Monitoring Area (LYV GWMA). It is drilled to 34 ft, so it measures “first waters” the top of the surficial aquifer. Since 2021 nitrate-n levels in MW 011 have been in the 17 to 19 mg/L range. In 2025 those numbers increased dramatically. WA Ecology checked the sampling twice and obtained readings of 54.5 mg/L and 63.9 mg/L for an average of 59.2 mg/L.
    FOTC has researched recent test results for the Outlook Elementary School. It appears that nitrate-n levels are increasing somewhat and are currently around 4 mg/L. I have attached our findings.
     We send this information with a suggestion that your school might consider more frequent water testing or even using nitrate test strips on-site to look for periodic increases in nitrates.
     We understand that health care officials may have already alerted you to this potential problem, but we want to make sure that nothing “falls through the cracks”. We will cc the Yakima Health District and the LYV GWMA Implementation Team as a further precaution.
Best wishes.
Jean Mendoza
Friends of Toppenish Creek


